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On the first weekend of December, Brazilian officials met with counterparts from advanced
industrialized nations and World Bank experts in Geneva to discuss the first phase of an Amazon
rain forest conservation program. The World Bank and European Communities Commission issued
a joint request that donor nations pledge at least US$250 million for a pilot project aimed at reducing
the rate of deforestation in Brazil. The request was submitted to leaders of the Group of Seven
(G-7) industrialized nations and other possible donors Nov. 18, after Washington expressed interest
in supporting the project. Estimated cost of the program in the first five years is US$1.5 billion.
Financing would be used to purchase and protect land, and developing alternative employment
for ranchers, prospectors, farmers and others who have been moving into ecologically fragile
areas. On Dec. 8, Brazilian officials said the meeting in Geneva was successful, and that the US$250
million pilot project will proceed. In its Dec. 10 edition, daily newspaper O Globo (Rio de Janeiro)
quoted unidentified "foreign participants" at the Geneva meeting as saying that commitments were
formalized for only US$37.5 million, to be disbursed over a nine-month period. The sources said
there are no guarantees on disbursement dates and the form (loans or donations) of the remaining
US$212.5 million required for the pilot project. O Globo pointed out that Brasilia's share in the
US$37.5 million amount is larger than the combined pledge of the US and Britain. Washington
commited to US$5 million, and London, US$2.5 million. [Basic data from Inter Press Service,
12/05/91; O Globo (Brazil), 12/10/91]
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